AP Literature and Composition Syllabus 2012-2013
Teacher:
Jill Melancon
( AIM:  msmelancon1 )  room E 213


E-mail:  
 melancon@fultonschools.org

 


 msmelancon@yahoo.com


Website: 
 http://melanconpage.tripod.com
Advanced Placement Literature and Composition is a demanding college level course designed to hone your critical reading, writing, and thinking skills for success in college.  An important goal of the class is also to prepare students for successful performance on the AP Literature and Composition exam, administered by the College Board.  A score of 3 or higher on a 5 point scale can possibly earn you college credit.


Since this is a college level course, you should be prepared for a heavier and more mature reading load.  In addition to extensive reading, the course also asks the AP student to accomplish the following:

1.  extensive composition at the college level to develop stylistic maturity

2.  versatility in modes of writing
3.  extensive reading of complex literary texts in English, including fiction, nonfiction, drama, and poetry; a study of major authors, periods, genres and themes from different cultures

4.  close reading and critical analysis
5.  careful observations of textual detail
6.  connections among observations which lead to inferences in meaning

7.  understanding of a work’s complexity
8.  analysis of ways in which meaning is embodied in literary form

9.  consideration of a work’s social, cultural, historical, and philosophical values and context

10.  knowledge of literary techniques and terms
11.  articulation of judgments in the evaluation of literary works

12.  development of critical thinking and problem-solving skills
(adapted from the College Board website:  www.collegeboard.org/ap)

Texts:

I will be doing a book order at the beginning of each semester for most of these at a discounted price if interested.  I strongly encourage you to get your own copies (used, online, etc.) so you are able to mark in them.
Fall Semester:





Spring Semester:

Shakespeare, William.  Othello



Shakespeare, William. Taming of the Shrew
Dostoyevsky, Fyodor.   Crime and Punishment

Joseph Conrad. Heart of Darkness









Chinua Achebe.  Things Fall Apart









Jane Austen.  Pride and Prejudice
We will be studying several poems and short stories throughout the semester in addition to these novels; they will be provided to you either online or in printed packets.
Grading Procedures:

The majority of your grades will come from writing, either in-class (such as Advanced Placement practice writings) or out-of-class.  Out-of-class compositions will be graded as published pieces with grammar, structure, style and organization taken into account as well as the content and analysis.

In conjunction with the writings, you will be given tests on the individual readings.   

Note:  Though I will grade a majority of your work, not all assignments will be graded.  I will not tell you which writings and assignments I will grade, so do your best on all of them.

Participation is a part of your grade, and involves not just oral participation in class, but your overall level of preparedness for daily discussion.  If I find you have not kept up with the assigned reading, expect your participation grade to drop.  The final examination is an AP-style multiple choice test, which will be appropriately scaled, using an AP calculation.



Weighted Grade Distribution:

Fall

Spring



Timed Writings/MC Tests


65%

   75%



Out of Class Essays/Projects


20%

   15%



Daily Grades (reading quizzes, etc.)

15%

   10%
Plagiarism:

Plagiarism is the representation of someone else’s idea or words as one’s own, and is the worst intellectual crime possible.  I find it reprehensible and unacceptable.  If I discover that you have plagiarized anything, from homework to papers to projects, I will see that you receive the most severe punishment possible with a minimum of a zero on the assignment and a meeting with your parents.    
Extra Credit:

Since this is a college-level course, you will receive 7 points on your final average.  Thus, I will give absolutely NO extra credit.

LATE WORK POLICY:  In an attempt to encourage a culture of responsible students, I will adhere to the following guidelines for late work.
To be regarded as on time, work must be completed by the beginning of the period on the day it is due.


The student may not work on late homework instead of the day's assignment. Attempts to do so will result in a zero for the late work and no credit will be assigned


Assignments that are incomplete may receive partial credit 


The student may turn in an assignment one day late (that is the next day after it is due) with a 50% points penalty.

Having been given sufficient time for production of the assignment, the student must plan to compensate for the usual computer disasters (disks that won't work, lost data, printer malfunctions, system crashes). Excuses composed of computer problems are unacceptable.

If the student is in school but excused from this class, he/she must turn in long-range assignments between classes or at the beginning of lunch time in order to avoid late penalties.

REMEMBER--Work due on the day of an unexcused absence receives a grade of zero.

RECOVERY:  North Springs AP Recovery Policy will be honored.
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