The Age of Innocence Film Essay

You will be writing a 2-3 page essay (typed, double-spaced, usual rules) about the film you are watching Monday-Wednesday, The Age of Innocence.  Your essay will not be simple regurgitation (plot summary); you will be doing a film analysis.  Using the topics/devices you learned about on Thursday, choose the things that stood out for you most and analyze them (in other words, you don’t have to write about EVERYTHING—there is so much there you could write a book).  Which devices are used?  How are they used?  Why are they used?  Talk to me about what the film was like for you.  How does the director manipulate the viewer?  You’ll want to make notes as you view the film to help you as you write your paper, and your rough draft will be due for in-class revision on Thursday, January 31.  Final drafts are due Monday, February 4.
Here are some possible things to look for/write about:

1. motifs:  Things that appear more than once (recur); repetition of items or activities.  Why are they there?

2. lighting:  How does it change?  How is it used?  Why?

3. music:  Do the characters have “theme” music?  What emotions is it supposed to elicit?  When is music used for other reasons?  Why and how?

4. characterization:  How are the characters created?  What are the visual cues (color, lighting, camera angles and movement)?  Audio cues (music)?  Verbal cues (what people say)?

5. What is the first thing you see?  How might it (how does it) recur in the course of the film?  Why is it important to the film as a whole?

6. What makes this film “realistic”?  How?

7. How are close-ups used?  Why are they used?  What effect do they create?  Is there any other time that odd camera angles are used?

8. Does the ending resolve the conflict, or is it left open-ended?

9. Why use a voice over?  How much of it was necessary?  What could be leftout?  How would the film have been different if there wasn’t a voice over track?

12.  Foreshadowing:  remember the Chekov rule:  if there is a gun shown over the fireplace in Act I, it will get 

 
used before the end of the play.  If it is raining during a scene, it probably does not mean something good is 

happening or about to happen.  If things strike you as being odd or out of place, they are probably supposed to 

so you will remember them later as events transpire.
Remember to make a rough outline of the narrative for yourself—major events, etc. that stick out.  However, don’t get so bogged down in making notes that you forget to watch the film!  Remember: you’ll remember the plot…that’s easy.  Just make notes of the other things that you find interesting/important.  You will turn your notes in with your paper—sort of like a rough draft.  How does the director manipulate your attitude toward the characters/situations and why?  What rules of “normal” filmmaking does the director break, and why?  What effect does it have on you as an audience member?  You do all of this automatically in your head as you watch a film or read a book…this paper is an attempt to get the thought process down on paper.  

Yes, it needs to be grammatically correct.  Yes, it needs to transition from idea to idea.  Yes, it needs to follow the top 20/7 deadly sins rules (available on my website).  Remember:  we aren’t tearing the film apart—we are looking at how what is holding it together.  You could speak before you came to first grade, so why are we still “learning the language”?  Why go to school at all?  Because you come here to learn how to communicate more effectively and sophisticatedly—the way you’ll need to in the “real world” of business and life.  It is the same with film.  You can learn to view a film more effectively and sophisticatedly and as a result, get more enjoyment and satisfaction from it. 

Questions?  msmelancon@yahoo.com (weekends) or melancon@fultonschools.org (weekdays) 

