11th Grade Language Arts–American Literature and Composition Syllabus  2012-2013
Instructors: 
Jill Melancon  (E 213)

Contact Info: 
msmelancon@yahoo.com
melancon@fultonschools.org
Website:  http://melanconpage.tripod.com 

Eleventh grade Language Arts is a chronological survey of American literature.  It samples and examines a variety of print and non-print texts in various literary genres and focuses on several different types of formal and informal writing assignments.  The goal is to build understanding of yourself, texts, and the cultures of the United States.  


Class Textbook:  Prentice Hall Literature: The American Experience  ($65.00 to replace)
The content standards for this course are clustered by the following strands:

Reading  Literature and Informational Texts
Focusing on a chronological study of American literature, students will develop an understanding of the importance of various periods of literature that characterize and reflect the American experience. They will read, interpret, analyze, and apply knowledge of the structures, themes, and elements of American fiction and nonfiction. Examining letters, journals, diaries, and speeches, students will trace the history of the development of American literature. They will also consider the influence of mythical and classical texts on American authors. Through extensive reading, students will acquire new vocabulary specific to the study of American literature and apply that knowledge in their writing. 
Writing

Expository writing is the focus for eleventh grade; however, students will continue to produce a wide range of writings including polished narratives, persuasive pieces and technical documents. Students will practice both timed and process writing to develop compositions that demonstrate an understanding of tone, point of view, style, organization, author’s purpose, and audience. Students will continue to use research and technology to support reading and writing.

Language
Students will increase their knowledge of the conventions of language in reading, writing, and speaking. They will demonstrate their control of the rules of English, focusing on the correct use of clauses, phrases, and the mechanics of punctuation. Sentence construction and usage will continue to be a focus for eleventh grade. Students will apply their knowledge of the conventions of format when producing expository text including research based papers.

Listening/Speaking/Viewing

Students will continue to develop their critical listening skills.  Through presentations and interactions with the teacher and other students, they will apply effective speaking techniques in small and large group settings. The viewing standards will enable students to develop media literacy skills through the careful examination of contemporary texts including television, radio, film productions, and electronic media. 


Many different kinds of grades will be given throughout the grading period.  They will be grouped according to the five categories below.  A weighted average will be calculated to determine the final grade.  Missing assignments will be averaged as “0.”  The final exam will be comprehensive.




Class Assignments (journals, homework, etc.)
10%




Quizzes (vocab, reading, etc.)


15%




Assessments (projects/writing)


30%




Tests






25%




Final Exam (fall)/EOCT (spring)


20%





Fulton County Grading Scale:








A
=
90 – 100






B
=
80 – 89






C
=
70 – 79






F
=
Below 70

Report Cards are issued approximately every three weeks as well as at the end of the 18 week semester.  It is the responsibility of the students to bring these reports home and the responsibility of the parents to ask for them.  IF these reports are not delivered within these time frames, call the school to request a copy.

Parents are also encouraged to check student grades throughout the semester on Parent Connect:

http://northspringshigh.com/parents/welcome.asp. I also email grades approximately every week.
· Late Work:
Work is due on the day assigned.  Assignments can be turned in for a 10 point penalty for each day late up to five days—at this point, you will receive a zero for the assignment.  Please understand that any missing assignment is assigned a zero.
· Computer Labs:  Computer issues are not an excuse for late/missing work.  There are several labs available at school for your use:  the media center (hours: 730a-820a and 335p-415p) and departmental labs (hours: 745a-815a and 345p-415p) are both options.
· Absences:
You are responsible for getting notes from another student for the day(s) you miss.  You must also check the notebook in my room for any handouts, etc.  It is YOUR responsibility to find out what you missed in a timely fashion; I will NOT track you down.  You will have one week to make up any assignment not previously known before the absence.

· Recovery:  The North Springs Recovery Policy will be honored.
· Plagiarism:  Plagiarism in any form, whether copying someone else’s homework or copying text from the Internet is a violation of the Honor Code, and will result in a zero on the assignment, a violation form sent to administration, and a call to parents.



You will need to bring the following materials to class daily:

· Agenda book

· Journal

· Pencils/pens/notebook paper

· Textbook or other texts assigned (unless otherwise notified)
Rules for my classroom can be summed up in three phrases:  be respectful, be polite, be responsible.

· Be respectful/polite:

· Defiance, rudeness, or disrespect, whether toward the teacher, fellow students, or other adults will not be tolerated.

· Cell phones are turned OFF upon entering the room and are not to be seen.
· No excessive talking during class.  

· Do not get out of your seat without permission.

· No food in the classroom at any time.  Only water is allowed.

· No sleeping in class.

· Be responsible:

· Come to class ON TIME.  

· Bring supplies to class every day—no exceptions.

· Assignments are due ON TIME.  

· Pick up any make up work/handouts when you return from an absence

Failure to meet the above expectations will result in the assignment of private detention.  Repeated failure to adhere to these standards (or for more serious violations) will result in administrative detention or referral as well as parent contact.

*Defiance, profanity, or fighting will result in an immediate referral to an administrator and parent contact.


Having the above policies and guidelines in place help make this classroom a place where great things can happen, and everyone can be involved in the learning process.  However, I do reserve the right to make changes to the syllabus if those changes become necessary to make sure every student can succeed.

If you ever need any extra help, additional directions, or clarification of an assignment, please ask!  I can be reached most easily by email at msmelancon@yahoo.com or melancon@fultonschools.org .  You can also check for a list of upcoming assignments by going to my web page at http://melanconpage.tripod.com.  You can also find me in E 213 weekdays from 8:00 – 8:25, and in afternoons by appointment—just let me know.
There is also a copy of this syllabus on my website if you need to refer to it in the future.
Dear Students and Parents:

Welcome back to North Springs High School and to our 11th grade American Literature and Composition class!  We look forward to working with each of you to best ensure the success of your student.  We set very high expectations for all our students, and we look forward to your support and interest in your student’s education.

Our course focuses on critical thinking—particularly that of making connections between the texts (print and non-print) we read, as well as connections between the texts and the real world.  We will engage in daily discussion, seminars, journals, and projects, as well as reading and writing designed to get them ready for college level thinking.  We encourage you to visit Ms. Melancon’s website (http://melanconpage.tripod. com) to see calendars, handouts, and other information that can help you to help your student be successful.

Please do not hesitate to contact us with any questions or comments!  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

School Year 2012-2013
I acknowledge that I have read the above information and I am aware of the expectations described within.  Please return no later than Friday, August 17. 


________________________________________ Parent/Guardian Signature

If possible,  please give me your email address and best contact phone number:

________________________________________________________________________________________

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
School Year 2012-2013
I acknowledge that I have read the above information and that Ms. Melancon went over all the requirements and expectations with me in class.  I won’t be silly enough to ask a question that is answered by reading the information contained here.  I realize the actions for which I am responsible in order to meet the requirements of this course.


________________________________________Student Name (printed)


________________________________________Student Signature



________________________________________ My Email address (important)
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Other items that may be useful:


Post-it notes


Highlighters


Index cards








