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Now that you are in your junior year, it is time (if you haven’t started already) to begin thinking about life after high school.  Do you plan on going to college?  Do you plan on going to a technical school?  Do you plan on joining the workforce and bypassing college altogether?  This research project will help you start to narrow down your choices.

We’ll be heading to the Media Center to do our research from Thursday, Jan. 31 to Tuesday, Feb. 5.  We’ll be back in my room to work on your outlines, then to Computer Lab D 223 to type up rough drafts and then final drafts.
What do I research?
If you don’t know what college you want to go to, a good place to start is SparkCollege.com (http://www.sparknotes.com/college/admissions/index.html) which explains the different kinds of schools and the pros and cons of each.  Once you have narrowed it down to the two or three schools that most interest you, begin researching them specifically by going to their websites and using the resources here at school.  Some questions to ask:
· Where do I want to live, and what size school am I looking for?
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What do I want to major in (and does the school have a good department)?

· How much does it cost to go there?

· What sort of financial aid do they offer?

· What is the social life like there?

· Do they have the extracurriculars I’m looking for (fraternities/sororities, athletics, fine arts, etc.)?

· What SAT scores/GPA do I need to be admitted?

· Are there some classes I need to make sure I take my senior year to get in?

If you are thinking about careers, take an online career test to see what sorts of jobs you may be suited for.  Some good ones are available at http://jobsearch.about.com/od/careertests/a/careertests.htm .   Then narrow it down to two or three jobs you think you might be interested in pursuing and begin researching them using the resources here at school.  Some questions to ask:
· What sort of educational background do I need for this job?

· What sort of salary range does this job have and how long do I have to be at the job to make the top salary?

· What are the pros and cons of the job?

· Will I have to move or spend money on training to get this job?

· What is the future outlook for this job (will it continue to grow, or is it getting harder to find work)?

What do I write in my paper?
Once you have gathered your research (using the note taking sheets we’ll give you), you need to compile it in your essay.  It should look something like this:

Introduction: 
 


Tell us the schools/careers you are interested in and why
1st body paragraph:  



Tell us your research process—how did you go about finding 






information?  What problems did you run into?  How did you 






overcome those problems?

Other body paragraphs (at least 2-3):  
Tell us what you found out about each of your 






schools/careers.  Give each a full paragraph to describe the 






information you researched.  This is where your 






quotes/paraphrases will go.

Conclusion:  




Have you made a final decision based on your research?  What 






will your next steps be?  What do you need to do next to make 
things happen?

We will head into the Computer Lab (D 223) to work on Rough Drafts the week of February 11-14.  We’ll work on Final Drafts the week of February 19-22, and the essay will be due Friday, February 22.  I will be available during these weeks for questions and concerns—if you do not take advantage of this time (or if you are sick or otherwise not at school), you will STILL be responsible for working on it on your own time at home—the paper is still due on Friday, February 22.
Formal Guidelines:


At least 3 pages


At least 3 sources (and at least 1 direct quote, integrated into your own sentence)


12 pt. Times New Roman font, double-spaced, MLA format


Works cited page (MLA format)


No contractions; 1st person is okay for this paper
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