American Literature Research Project
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The purpose of this assignment is for you to research and report on an area of American history.  You will study a film and do research on your topic in order to learn how accurately your subject is presented in the film.  The topics are listed on the attached sheet.  You are to choose your topic and film by this Tuesday, February 19.  Topics will be assigned on a first-come, first-serve basis—so the sooner you choose your topic and film, the more likely it is that you will be able to get the one you want.  Once you have chosen and been approved, YOU CANNOT CHANGE YOUR TOPIC OR YOUR FILM!!!  Therefore, it would be a good idea to browse a few and determine which one you are willing to spend time working on.  DON’T PUT OFF CHOOSING!!!  If you come to me at the last minute and tell me you couldn’t find your film at the video store, I WILL NOT LET YOU OFF THE HOOK!!
Instructions:

1. VIEW ONE FILM:  View one of the films listed (if you are set on doing a particular topic that only lists R rated films and your parents do not want you to view an R rated film, choose something else!!).  If you can, view your film twice.  Knowing the focus of your project will help you decide what notes you should be taking.  I will provide you with a sheet to fill out that will help you as you watch your film.

2. OUTSIDE RESEARCH:  After you have viewed your film, you will need to research your area of focus.  You need to consult at least five (5) sources.  You may use electronic databases, and you must also include at least one book (NOT an encyclopedia).  YOU MAY NOT USE ANY INFORMATION YOU GATHER FROM A WEBSITE.  You might even want to look up the director’s thoughts on the film you have chosen to view.  Make sure you note the bibliographic information for each source, as you will need to prepare a bibliography for your paper (according to MLA guidelines).  Your film should be the basis for your work; the research should supplement it.

3. WHAT YOU ARE TURNING IN:  

a. 
Topic/film chosen 


February 19, 2010
       b.
Film Viewed



February 25, 2010—on this date, you will turn in the form I give you

       c.
Works Cited/Rough Outline/

           
Notes from Research Due

March 4 , 2010—more details to come



       d. 
Rough Draft Due/Peer Revision

March 14, 2010 

       e.
Final Draft Due (typed and perfect)
March 22, 2010—more details to follow about the format for this


**4-5 pages in length
(dates are subject to change at the discretion of the teacher—but she will notify you FAR in advance!)

We will talk about each piece in detail as we come to it.  Keep up with these dates—these are the ONLY dates the assignment will be accepted for credit—you can’t wait and just turn it all in at the end.  Each piece receives a separate grade (more details to follow), the final three of them falling into the “writing” category—worth 35% of your final grade.  The final draft is certainly important (and worth the largest amount of points), but everything else is weighted the same way, so they are ALL important to your grade!!  Please remember that at any step of the way, if you have questions or concerns, or want me to take a look at a rough copy of something early, you can email me at msmelancon@yahoo.com or melancon@fultonschools.org (send it to both if you want to make sure ( )
