
Pick any ten of the following American short stories to read over the next couple of weeks in class (they are all in your textbook):

Flannery O’Connor “The Life You Save May Be Your Own”
Bernard Malamud “The First Seven Years”

John Updike “The Brown Chest”



Anne Tyler “Average Waves in Unprotected Waters”

N. Scott Momaday “from The Names”



Alice Walker “Everyday Use”

Maxine Hong Kingston “from The Woman Warrior”

Julia Alvarez “Antojos”

Ian Frazier “Coyote v. Acme”



Sandra Cisneros “Straw Into Gold: The Metamorphosis of the Everyday”

Amy Tan “Mother Tongue”




James Baldwin “The Rock Pile”
John Hersey “from Hiroshima”



E. L. Doctorow “The Writer in the Family”

For each story that you read, you will create a journal entry of ½ to one page in length, using the following topics (each topic can only be used once) to respond to the story.  Do NOT give me plot summary!

        tone

foreshadowing




symbolism

        diction

imagery




characterization

        setting

relationships




feminism

        Marxism

themes





relate it to another novel we have studied

        racism

compare/contrast with another story

find a poem that relates and explain why
Your journal (neatly handwritten or typed) is due Monday, May 13.
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