Junior Honors Vocabulary Spring Week 1
abjure, v.
“A few years earlier Galileo had been forced by the Inquisition to abjure, on his knees, his heretical views that the Earth moves around the Sun.” –Alan Gurney, Below the Convergence
beleaguer, v.
After the committee proposed a policy on year-round school, they were beleaguered with phone calls from upset parents.

beneficent, adj.
The beneficent campus group sponsored a fair to raise money for the children’s shelter.

concomitant, adj.
“Childhood memoirs often gain their poignancy through a sense of displacement: each lesson in experience comes with a concomitant loss of innocence.” –Douglas A. Sylva, “In Short: Nonfiction” New York Times (1994)

diatribe, n. 

The diatribe between the mayor’s supporters and critics continued for days in the “Letters to the Editors” section of the newspaper.

elucidate, v.
“The plan is to sail south to between 52 and 54 degrees south latitude and search for land; if no land is discovered, to run east to the longitude of the eastern extremity of New Guinea, then north to elucidate questions raised by Dutch and Spanish voyages.” –Alan Gurney, Below the Convergence
fecund, adj.

“For 21 years after the birth of the Prince of Wales, the fecund royal couple produced children at a rate of two every three years—eight boys and six girls in all.” –Saul David, Prince of Pleasure
abstinence, n.
It is difficult for smokers to practice abstinence, but smoking in some public places is now illegal.

lampoon, n. 

The lampoon of the extremely strict disciplinarian portrayed him in a Nazi uniform.

moribund, adj.
“The real problem is not the economic crisis that dominates the headlines, but a pair of intertwined long-run concerns: the work force is shrinking fast, and Japan undermines its economy’s productivity by squandering money on life support for moribund industries and backward regions.” –Nicolas D. Kristof, “Empty Isles are Signs Japan’s Sun Might Dim” New York Times (1999)
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accolade, n.
After winning three prominent horse races in a row, the jockey received many accolades from the owners of his horse.

baleful, adj.
The impending storm and the baleful loss of electricity scared the room full of girls at the slumber party.

ennui, n. 

“He was often off sick or playing hooky and suffered from a kind of ennui, a mixture of listlessness and willful melancholy.” –Elisabeth Roudinesco

polemical, adj.
The polemical editorial on human cloning caused an influx of complaints to the newspaper.

savant, n. 

Although many of the students were offended by his arrogance, they were impressed by the savant’s depth of knowledge.

stupefy, v.

I was stupefied after volunteering to help build the play’s set; I don’t know a thing about set construction!

tantamount, adj.
“The certainty that delay, under these circumstances, was tantamount to ruin.” –De Quincey

timorous, adj.
“Girls, allegedly so timorous and lacking in confidence, now outnumber boys in student government, in honor societies, on school newspapers, and even in debating clubs.”  --Christina Hoff Sommers, The War Against Boys
unwieldy, adj.
Sheila couldn’t get from the car to the door without dropping the unwieldy package.

vouchsafe, v.
Brad’s United States passport vouchsafes him certain rights as an American citizen while traveling overseas.
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chary, adj.
Chary of the risks involved, Stephen thought long and hard before becoming a fire-eater.

dolt, n. 

I felt like such a dolt after looking for my sunglasses when they were propped on my head.

espouse, v.
The candidate for student council president espouses the concerns of the majority of students.

impugn, v.
In the student debate, Catherine impugned her opponent’s record, arguing that someone who has only passed one year of English isn’t a valid candidate for class officer.

jettison, v.
Much to the dismay of environmentalists, the oil tanker off the coast of Florida began jettisoning wastes that could deteriorate coral reefs.

lachrymose, adj.
The lachrymose widow tried to maintain her composure during the funeral service.

malapropism, n.
President Bush’s frequent use of malapropisms in his speeches during campaigning made him an easy target for late night comedy sketches.

sterling, adj.
His sterling reputation as a scholar athlete was ruined after the cheating scandal was uncovered.

sordid, adj.
The sordid details of the convicted man’s childhood were so wretched that even the judge had to work on his composure.

unctuous, adj.
He approached Sean wearing a smile so unctuous it seemed about to slide right off his face. –Naeem Murr, The Boy
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adroit, adj.
Although Veronica had very small hands, she was an exceptionally adroit pianist.

callow, adj.
The callow fifteen year-old began driving with his parents the day after getting his learner’s permit.

pandemic, n.
After 9/11, there was a fear of a widespread pandemic like anthrax being used against our government.

panegyric, n.
The panegyric given at Johnny Cash’s private funeral praised him for his inspirational career and contribution to the world of music.

plebian, adj.
In China, straight, dark hair is a plebian trait.

protract, v.
John tried to protract his time at the beach by finding excuse after excuse as to why he couldn’t leave the beautiful and restful island.

nascent, n.
At the nascent of the technology movement, it took an entire room to house a computer’s memory.

rarefy, v.
The British are known for their rarefied sense of humor; they can be subtly clever and use refined phrases to make even the most innocent people laugh.

soporific, adj.
The all-you-can-eat buffet had a soporific effect on Elway; he was asleep in his recliner before the evening news.

traduce, v.
After his arrest for allegedly killing his wife, the man was traduced by the media and his name was maliciously mocked.
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adulation, n.

Brian’s adulation of Laura was not successful; she listened to his constant compliments, but continually refused his request for a date.

fledgling, adj.
After only a year, Dad’s fledgling business was forced to declare bankruptcy.

flout, v.
The thorough training in the fine points of lyric writing that he has received from Hammerstein has made Sondheim highly critical of those lyricists who flout the basic techniques of the craft. –“Sondheim: Lyricist and Composer” New York Times (1966)
forswear, v.

The man on trial forswore that he had nothing to do with the heinous crime.

garble, v.
Betty’s speech was very garbled during her recovery from getting her wisdom teeth extracted.

inimical, adj.
Smoking and drinking alcohol are habits inimical to good health.

jurisprudence, n.
Shelley’s malpractice lawsuit against the doctor challenged standard medical jurisprudence.

largess, n.
Very few rich individuals choose to share their largess with those less fortunate.

quixotic, adj.
He is buying up commercial buildings in his hometown and filling them—with hundreds of thousands of used books gathered from all over the country—as part of a quixotic scheme to turn his sleepy rural community into a mecca for book lovers.    --Mark Horowitz, “Larry McMurtry’s Dream Job,” New York Times, (1997)
salutary, adj.

Studying regularly can have a salutary effect on your grades.
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extrapolate, v.
The detective was able to extrapolate the identity of a possible suspect from the evidence available at the scene.

intonate, v.
When Karen is with people she doesn’t know well, she tends to have trouble intonating her requests.

laxity, n.
If they aren’t careful, students can often become lax in their studies and their grades can suffer.

multifarious, adj.
Because of all the varying ethnic backgrounds of our students, Norcross has become a multifarious school.

opulent, adj.

After winning the lottery, Carol turned her home into an opulent showplace.

pedagogy, n.
When her attempt to reach her class failed, the teacher instituted a new pedagogy that seemed to finally interest them.

pedantic, adj.
Learning can become boring if the information is merely pedantic with no connection to the real world.

portend, v.
The dark clouds overhead portended a heavy thunderstorm on the way.

prescient, adj.
My mother is always prescient; she always seems to know the best way to handle any situation.

quorum, n.
The freshman class elected a quorum to represent their interests to the administration.
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aggrandize, v.

After saving for years, my account had aggrandized to the point where I would be able to buy a car without a loan.

badinage, n.
Our attempts at badinage during the staff meeting did not make our boss very happy; he was trying to discuss a serious topic.

bemuse, v.
Sarah was bemused by the number of stores offering sales; she couldn’t decide where to go first.

dossier, n.
The secret agent was given a dossier on his human target that was filled with information needed to find him.

insouciance, n.
Tom’s insouciance toward my situation made me realize that he wasn’t a very good friend.

mercurial, adj.
Henry VIII’s mercurial attitude toward women led him to have six wives.

pandemonium, n.
After winning their first football game in over ten years, the fans of the team created pandemonium in the streets of the small town.

refractory, adj.
The young child’s refractory behavior led him to the principal’s office for a stern talk.

stultify, v.
The conversation stultified when we all realized that we had nothing in common.

whet, v.
The smells emanating from the kitchen began to whet my appetite for a Thanksgiving feast.
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amble, v.
Hearing his name announced as the winner of the class award for flirting, David sheepishly ambled up to the stage to accept his prize.

blandishment, n.
It took a full hour of blandishment from her friends to convince Sarah that she shouldn’t sit at home alone on her birthday.

cacophony, n.
The constant cacophony coming from my upstairs neighbor’s stereo forced me to sleep with earplugs.

convoke, v.
Before the first bell of the day, many students convoke in the commons area.

demagogue, n.
Most people would consider Hitler to be a demagogue because of his ability to sway people’s emotions to his side.

draconian, adj.

Many students feel that the punishment they receive from the administration is draconian in nature.

elegiac, adj.
After the death of her grandmother, Ellen was feeling elegiac and was unable to go back to work right away.

enmity, n.
After the death and destruction of 9/11, many Americans felt enmity toward Osama bin Laden.

somnolent, adj.
As the professor droned on and on, I found myself feeling more and more somnolent until my head finally hit the desk.

stygian, adj.
Edgar Allan Poe is a master of the stygian mood; you can tell that nothing good is about to happen.
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accede (verb)


Lydia acceded her power to Tricia when she realized that Tricia was of a much greater intellect.   

asinine (adj) 

It is surprising that supposedly intelligent people can make such asinine statements that make them appear like fools. 
diuranal (adj) 

The Canterbury Cathedral’s diurnal bell signifies the noon hour each and every day.

innuendo(noun) 


All of Timothy’s sexual innuendos toward Rebecca made her feel incredibly uncomfortable so she promptly reported him to the school’s principal.
malevolence (noun)


The student felt a great malevolence towards the teacher when she assigned him a detention for no reason at all.
perspicacity (noun)


Ann showed great perspicacity when one taste helped her deduce that she had left the salt out of her 100 ingredient cake.

presentiment (noun) 

Her feeling of presentiment led her to go directly to the police, for her sixth-sense made her sure that the murderer was going to strike again. 

quotidian (adj) 

There's nothing quite like a great book to add excitement to a quotidian and monotonous train commute.

saturnine (adj) 

The young boy had a perpetual saturnine expression on his face and was nicknamed “Gloomy Greg” by his classmates.  

temperate (adj)


The climate inside Ms. Hicks’ room was absolutely temperate as it was not too hot or too cold, but just right.
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cogitate (verb)


Dan cogitated for many hours over whether or not he was going to miss his father’s birthday party and go on a date instead.

rapacious (adj)


It has been said that Stanford has a rapacious appetite for cookies and milk.

vie (verb)


Tony and Antonio had to vie for the attention of their beloved Ann.

eschew (verb)


The 500 pound man had to be sure to eschew from all sweets so he did not become 600 pounds.

despotic (adj)


Adolf Hitler wanted to be an absolutely despotic ruler and he succeeded in that goal for a short period of time.

modicum (noun)


James had a modicum of hairs on top of his head as he was almost completely bald.

doleful (adj)


The child had quite a doleful expression on his face at the memorial service for his fish Frankie.

vestige (noun)


A few dilapidated columns were the last vestiges of the Greek temple.

juncture (noun)


At this juncture in life students must now decide whether to stay in school or drop out.

plaintive (adj)


Bobby Sue was very plaintive at school after her frog drowned in the toilet on Tuesday night.
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repast (noun)

Before all big games, the soccer team likes to have a nice large repast of pasta so they can be energized for the game.

bastion (noun)

The Bastille in France is probably one of the most well known bastions in the world.

ebullience (noun)

There was ebullience all around when the players signed to play football in college because everyone was very proud of them.

staid (adj)

It is strange that Joe is such a staid young man and already fixed in his ways considering that he is only eighteen.

culpability (noun)

The bloody shoe in his closet proved that Mr. Rogers was culpable for the crime.

inscrutable (adj)

The directions that Ms. Hicks gave the class were absolutely inscrutable and everyone was completely confused.

incursion (noun)

The bandits made many incursions on the vulnerable village, stealing money and babies.

errant (adj)

The errant young boy got lost from the group and had to ask the scary park ranger for help to find his way.

skittish (adj)

The kitten is very skittish and jumps at every little noise.

blaspheme (verb)

Everyone at the bible study was appalled when Jim Bob began to blaspheme God.
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misanthrope (n.) 


Allan, a misanthrope by nature, decided to move into the woods and live far away from the humans he detested. 

stalwart (adj.) 


The stalwart fortress withstood the ninety mile-per-hour winds and survived the fire as well. 

sycophant(n.) 

He was the classic sycophant, using his charming personality to get what he wanted when he wanted. 

fey (adj.) 

The castle was filled with elves, fairies and other fey creatures. 

ensconce (v)

I found her in the library, ensconced in an armchair. 

abnegation (n)


She practiced abnegation in the area of eating sweets; she felt that by denying herself the pleasure, she’d be reminded to give money to the poor. 

bromidic (adj)


The bromidic gags on the sitcom got pretty old so the network executive told them to find newer, fresher material. 

chimerical (adj)


Brian’s wildly chimerical ideas for the business made his coworkers call him “Dreamer.”

dint (n) 


The dint of the storm leveled the village in less than two minutes. 
endue (v) 


Harvard alumni continue to endue their alma mater with millions of dollars in annual gifts. 
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adjure (verb)

During the grueling seven hour long practice on Friday all of the players adjured the coach for a water break.

choleric (adj)

Juanita proved herself to have quite a choleric personality when Rob asked her what time it was and she yelled at him for a full minute about disturbing her peace.

brazen (adj)

The criminal was a very brazen one as he robbed the ATM inside police headquarters.

nuncupative (adj)

In Spanish class students are required to take nuncupative tests so that they master speaking the language, not just writing it.

obfuscate (verb)

People in my family often obfuscate my two uncles Bill and Will because both are nerdy, bald and overweight.

disingenuous (adj)

We all know Darryl’s compliments towards Casey are disingenuous because he then tells the rest of us about Casey’s ugly outfits.

abrogate (verb)

There was much celebration among Americans when Prohibition was abrogated.

idyllic (adj)

NHS is quite idyllic at 6 in the morning because none of the students have arrived yet. 

fealty (noun)

Many college alumni feel a great sense of fealty toward their schools and give the school large amounts of money after they graduate.

nexus (noun)

It has been said that Kevin Bacon is the nexus through which all other celebrities are connected.
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abysmal (adj) 


Her depression seemed abysmal and she wondered how she would ever dig herself out. 

nugatory (adj)

The effort of the service group was nugatory at best; they did almost nothing to help the family that had lost their home in the fire. 

doughty (adj)

One could certainly describe the doughty small group of warriors as inspirational, for they fought throughout the night even though they were outnumbered. 

imbue (v) 

The new political leader was imbued with the teachings of Mahatma Gandhi.
conjoin (v) 

The conjoined  twins shared a leg, intestines, and a heart. 

objurgate (v) 

Ellen was quick to objurgate the politician for his lies and deceptive practices.

vapid (adj) 

When the always fun Charles left the party, it became vapid and dull. 

ineluctable (adj) 

Eleanor could not escape her ineluctable destiny of becoming a swimmer as her mother, father, and grandparents were all Olympic gold medal winners. 

fulsome (adj)

Alexander’s fulsome praise for Amy was so excessive that it embarrassed her deeply.
palliate (v) 

Her headache was palliated when she took the aspirin.
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foment (V)


Jerry fomented the fight with the teacher by telling her that his dog could teach better than her.

cloy (V)


After running 13 miles, James cloyed his thirst by drinking one liter of Gatorade.

intransigent (adj)


Stanford is quite intransigent in his insistence to continue calling everyone in the class a “J”.

parry (V)


Bill was able to parry failing the class by sweet talking the teacher into letting him do some extra work.

anneal (V)


I was able to anneal my willpower rather than back down when I learned that my cancer had come back a second time.

frenetic (adj)


The frenetic girl tore through her locker searching for her research paper, panic all over her face. 

conundrum (n)


Allan faced a conundrum as he had already asked Robin to prom but found out that Alicia thought he had asked her as well.  

invidious (adj)

    The student’s invidious remark to the teacher earned him a referral as it was clear he had intended to offend her. 

poltroon (n & adj)

      When the frightened soldier deserted his comrade, leaving him bleeding in the road, he was later reprimanded for the poltroon act.  

lout (n), loutish (adj)

“You are such a lout,” remarked Allan.  “I don’t think I’ve ever seen you walk across the room without tripping over your shoes!” 
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fugacious (adj)

Jill’s claim of being related to Brad Pitt was a fugacious one; she just wanted the attention.
pundit (n)

The Sunday morning news talk shows are filled with pundits trying to win people over to their opinion on the candidates.
libertine (n)

Playwright Oscar Wilde spent two years in prison for his libertine activities.
jejune (adj)

Many students feel that most stories we read in Language Arts of jejune in nature; they just tend to fall asleep while reading.
umbrage (n)

Karen took umbrage at the treatment she received from her boyfriend when he ignored her at the football game.
bathos (n)

Britney Spears fall from the public grace can be considered an example of bathos; but she could still turn things around
purloin (v)

When he came to class unprepared, David was forced to purloin some paper and a pen from his neighbor.
effusive (adj)

When his boss returned, Kevin was so effusive in his welcome that his boss began to wonder what had gone wrong in his absence.
limpid (adj)

The water is so limpid in Jamaica you can see all the way to the bottom even far from the shore.
halcyon (adj)

The halcyon weather that was predicted by the weatherman was not delivered by Mother Nature.
