ON-LEVEL

Rising 9th Grade On-level Summer Reading Selections
On-level students are required to select one of any of the books to read.
	Title
	Author
	Description
	Choose if you liked…

	Food, Girls, and Other Things I Can't Have
	Zadoff
	Fifteen-year-old Andrew Zansky, the second fattest student at his high school, joins the varsity football team to get the attention of a new girl on whom he has a crush.
	Eat, Pray, Love (Gilbert)

	The Alchemist 
	Coelho
	With the help of several enchanted strangers, an Andalusian shepherd boy learns to listen to himself.
	The Little Prince (Antoine de Saint Exupéry)

Siddartha (Hesse)

	The Member of the Wedding 
	McCullers
	Frankie Addams, a very boyish articulate 12-year-old girl, is going through an unhappy stage of her life, having been spurned by the neighborhood girls. She spends most of her time in the kitchen talking to her black maid, Bernice, and the younger next door boy, John Henry. Her brother Jarvis is about to marry Janice, and Frankie imagines that she will leave town with them. However she eventually begins to grow up into a young woman.
	The Divine Secrets of the Ya-ya Sisterhood (Wells)

The Joy Luck Club (Tan)

	The Hunger Games
	Collins
	Set in the not-too-distant future, this series follows teenager Katniss Everdeen, who is forced to participate in a Lord of the Flies-style competition by an oppressive totalitarian regime.  After her performance in the first competition, she must find the courage to face her destiny as reluctant hero and revolutionary figure, igniting a revolution that could potentially end the world as she knows it. 
	Catching Fire (Collins)

Mokingjay (Collins)

	The First Part Last
	Johnson
	Sixteen-year-old Bobby accepts responsibility for raising his infant daughter despite protests from his family.
	Monster (Myers)

The Chocolate War (Cormier)

	Fixing Delilah
	Ockler
	Tragedy and deception tore 17 year-old Delilah’s family apart nearly a decade ago.  After her grandmother dies, Delilah and her mother head to Vermont for another summer at the family home.  Delilah discovers her deceased Aunt Stephanie’s lost diary; as she reads about aunt’s life, she finds remarkable parallels to her own life, as well as learning the secret which split her family apart.


	Five Flavors of Dumb (John)

	The Boyfriend List
	Lockhart
	Ruby Oliver is fifteen and has a shrink.  She knows it’s unusual, but her a break-she’s had a rough ten days.  She has lost her 13th boyfriend and best friend, lost a lacrosse game-she’s the goalie, and become a social outcast.  But don’t worry-Ruby lives to tell the tale.  And make more lists.
	Fly on the Wall: How One Girl Saw Everything (Lockhart)

Dramarama (Lockhart)

	Ender’s Game
	Card
	Set in the future, the novel presents an imperiled humankind who have barely survived two conflicts with the Formics, an alien race better known as the "Buggers”. The world's most talented children, including Ender Wiggin, are taken at a very young age to a training center known as the Battle School. There Ender and his friends are talented children struggling to balance the pressures of battle school with the pressures of adolescent life. 
	The Time Machine (Wells)

War of the Worlds (Wells)

	An Abundance of Katherines
	Green
	Having recently been dumped for the 19th time by a girl name Katherine, recent high school graduate and child prodigy Colin sets off on a road trip with his best friend Hassan; he tries to find a new direction in life while also trying to create a mathematical formula to explain his difficulty with relationships. 
	The Perks of Being a Wallflower (Chbosky)

Speak (Anderson)


HONORS ONLY!!!


Rising 9th Grade Honors Selections


Honors level students are required to read Edith Hamilton’s Mythology and one other book from the selections below.

	Title
	Author
	Description
	Choose if you liked…

	The Count of Monte Cristo (abridged version)
	Dumas
	Sent to prison on a false accusation in 1815, Edmond Dantes escapes many years later and finds a treasure which he uses to exact his revenge. 
	The Man in the Iron Mask (Dumas)

The Three Musketeers (Dumas)

	The Alchemist 
	Coelho
	With the help of several enchanted strangers, an Andalusian shepherd boy learns to listen to himself.
	The Little Prince (Antoine de Saint Exupéry)

Siddartha (Hesse)

	The Member of the Wedding 
	McCullers
	Frankie Addams, a very boyish articulate 12-year-old girl, is going through an unhappy stage of her life, having been spurned by the neighborhood girls. She spends most of her time in the kitchen talking to her black maid, Bernice, and the younger next door boy, John Henry. Her brother Jarvis is about to marry Janice, and Frankie imagines that she will leave town with them. However she eventually begins to grow up into a young woman.
	The Divine Secrets of the Ya-ya Sisterhood (Wells)

The Joy Luck Club (Tan)

	The Chosen 
	 Potok

	In 1940s Brooklyn, New York, an accident throws Reuven Malther and Danny Saunders together. Despite their differences (Reuven is a Modern Orthodox Jew with an intellectual, Zionist father; Danny is the brilliant son and rightful heir to a Hasidic rebbe), the young men form a deep, if unlikely, friendship. Together they negotiate adolescence, family conflicts, the crisis of faith engendered when Holocaust stories begin to emerge in the U.S., loss, love, and the journey to adulthood.
	The Gift of Asher Lev (Potok)
Night (Wiesel)



	The Education of Little Tree
	Carter
	The Education of Little Tree tells of a boy orphaned very young, who is adopted by his Cherokee grandmother and half-Cherokee grandfather in the Appalachian mountains of Tennessee during the Great Depression. “Little Tree” as his grandparents call him is shown how to hunt and survive in the mountains, to respect nature in the Cherokee Way, taking only what is needed, leaving the rest for nature to run its course.


	The Game of Silence (Erdrich)
The Secret Garden (Burnett)

	Ender’s Game
	Card
	Set in the future, the novel presents an imperiled humankind who have barely survived two conflicts with the Formics, an alien race better known as the "Buggers”. To prepare for the third invasion, the International Fleet creates a Battle School to find and train future fleet commanders. The world's most talented children, including Ender Wiggin, are taken at a very young age to a training center known as the Battle School. There Ender and his friends are talented children struggling to balance the pressures of battle school with the pressures of adolescent life. 
	The Time Machine (Wells)

War of the Worlds (Wells)

	Children of the River
	Crew
	Forced to flee from the dreaded Khmer Rouge several years before, 17-year-old Sundara struggles daily to reconcile the cultural conflicts she encounters as a refugee in Oregon. When handsome, popular Jonathan asks for help with a report on her native land, she is unable to refuse, even though as a Khmer girl, she is to have no discourse with boys. Risking censure by her family, she agrees to sit with Jonathan during lunch in the school cafeteria.
	After the War (Matas)
The Wave (Strasser)




ON-LEVEL

Rising 10th Grade On-level Summer Reading Selections
On-level students are required to select one of any of the books to read.

	Title
	Author
	Description
	Choose if you liked…

	After the Kiss
	McVoy
	Midway through senior year, Camille moves to Atlanta (her family’s sixth move).  She plans to simply go through the motions until she can escape to Europe after graduation.  Meanwhile, Becca is jolted from the dreamlike state of her relationship with Alex when she gets in a fender bender and must find an after-school job to pat back her debt.  The girl’s lives collide when Camille meets Alec at a party, and, unaware he is “taken,” allows this haiku-spouting-but-athletic catcher kiss her.
	Pure (McVoy)

Something Like Fate (Colasanti)

	1984
	Orwell
	It is probable that no other work of this generation has made us desire freedom more earnestly or loathe tyranny with such fullness. 1984, the most contemporary novel of the year and who knows of now many past and to come, is a great examination into and dramatization of Lord Acton's famous apothegm, " power tends to corrupt and absolute power corrups absolutely.
	Animal Farm (Orwell)

Fahrenheit 451 (Bradbury)

	Cat’s Cradle
	Vonnegut
	This is one of Vonnegut's most entertaining novels; the novel is filled with scientists and G-men and even ordinary folks caught up in the game. These assorted characters chase each other around in search of the world's most important and dangerous substance, a new form of ice that freezes at room temperature.
	Slaughterhouse Five (Vonnegut)

Catch- 22 (Heller)

	Deadline
	Crutcher
	Ben Wolf has big things planned for his senior year.  Had big things planned.  Now what he has is some very bad news and only one year left to make his mark on the world.  Hoe can a pint-sized, eighteen-year-old do anything significant in the nowheresville of Trout, Idaho?
	Whale Talk (Crutcher)

The Adoration of Jenna Fox (Pearson)

	Anna and the French Kiss
	Perkins
	Anna is not happy about spending senior year at a Paris boarding school, away from her Atlanta home, best friend Bridgette, and crush Toph.  Adapting isn’t easy, but as soon as she find French friends and starts enjoying life, complications arise.
	Prom and Prejudice (Eulberg)

The Sky is Everywhere (Nelson)

	Joy Luck Club
	Tan
	Four mothers, four daughters, four families whose histories shift with the four winds depending on who's "saying" the stories. In 1949 four Chinese women, recent immigrants to San Francisco, begin meeting to eat dim sum, play mahjong, and talk. United in shared unspeakable loss and hope, they call themselves the Joy Luck Club. Rather than sink into tragedy, they choose to gather to raise their spirits and money. "To despair was to wish back for something already lost. Or to prolong what was already unbearable." Forty years later the stories and history continue.
	The Divine Secrets of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood (Wells)

The Secret Life of Bees (Kidd)

	Kick
	Myers & Rossman
	Kevin Johnson is thirteen years old. And heading for juvie. He's a good kid, a great friend, and a star striker for his Highland, New Jersey, soccer team. His team is competing for the State Cup, and he wants to prove he has more than just star-player potential. Kevin's never been in any serious trouble . . . until the night he ends up in jail.
	Monster (Myers)

	Twisted
	Anderson
	Tyler goes from being a picked-on-nerd type to the typical American God by summer’s end.  He ends up attracting the all-time, popular, beautiful, upper-class girl who ends up being his dad’s boss’ daughter.  
	Speak (Anderson)

	Speaker for the Dead
	Card
	In this sequel to Ender’s Game, Ender Wiggin, the young military genius, discovers that a second alien war is inevitable and that he must dismiss his fears to make peace with humanity's strange new brothers.
	Ender’s Game (Card)

I, Robot (Asimov)

	In the Time Of Butterflies
	Alvarez
	Set during the waning days of the Trujillo dictatorship in the Dominican Republic in 1960, this novel tells the story of the Mirabel sisters, three young wives and mothers who are assassinated after visiting their jailed husbands.
	The House on Mango Street (Ciscernos)


HONORS ONLY
Rising 10th Grade Honors Selections
Honors level students are required to read Thomas Foster’s How to Read Literature like a Professor and one other book from the selections below.

	Title
	Author
	Description
	Choose if you liked…

	Rebecca 
	DuMaurier
	A psychological story in the gothic tradition of a young woman's confrontations with a remote employer, a hostile housekeeper, and the ghost of a past wife.
	Gone With the Wind (Mitchell)



	1984
	Orwell
	It is probable that no other work of this generation has made us desire freedom more earnestly or loathe tyranny with such fullness. 1984, the most contemporary novel of the year and who knows of now many past and to come, is a great examination into and dramatization of Lord Acton's famous apothegm, " power tends to corrupt and absolute power corrups absolutely.
	Animal Farm (Orwell)

Fahrenheit 451 (Bradbury)

	Cat’s Cradle
	Vonnegut
	This is one of Vonnegut's most entertaining novels; the novel is filled with scientists and G-men and even ordinary folks caught up in the game. These assorted characters chase each other around in search of the world's most important and dangerous substance, a new form of ice that freezes at room temperature.
	Slaughterhouse Five (Vonnegut)

Catch- 22 (Heller)

	White Teeth: A Novel
	Z. Smith
	First novelist Zadie Smith takes on race, sex, class, history, and the minefield of gender politics, and such is her wit and inventiveness that these weighty subjects seem effortlessly light. She also has an impressive geographical range, guiding the reader from Jamaica to Turkey to Bangladesh and back again.
	Brick Lane: A Novel (Ali)

	Joy Luck Club
	Tan
	Four mothers, four daughters, four families whose histories shift with the four winds depending on who's "saying" the stories. In 1949 four Chinese women, recent immigrants to San Francisco, begin meeting to eat dim sum, play mahjong, and talk. United in shared unspeakable loss and hope, they call themselves the Joy Luck Club. Rather than sink into tragedy, they choose to gather to raise their spirits and money. "To despair was to wish back for something already lost. Or to prolong what was already unbearable." Forty years later the stories and history continue.
	The Divine Secrets of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood (Wells)

The Secret Life of Bees (Kidd)

	Speaker for the Dead
	Card
	In this sequel to Ender’s Game, Ender Wiggin, the young military genius, discovers that a second alien war is inevitable and that he must dismiss his fears to make peace with humanity's strange new brothers.
	Ender’s Game (Card)

I, Robot (Asimov)

	In the Time Of Butterflies
	Alvarez
	Set during the waning days of the Trujillo dictatorship in the Dominican Republic in 1960, this novel tells the story of the Mirabel sisters, three young wives and mothers who are assassinated after visiting their jailed husbands.
	The House on Mango Street (Ciscernos)


ON-LEVEL

Rising 11th Grade On-level Summer Reading Selections

On-level students are required to select one of any of the books (Honors or Regular) to read.
	Title
	Author
	Description
	Choose if you liked…

	Paradise
	Morrison
	 Paradise takes place in the tiny farming community of Ruby, Oklahoma, which its residents proudly proclaim "the one all-black town worth the pain." Settled by nine African American clans during the 1940s, the town represents a small miracle of self-reliance and community spirit. 
	The Bluest Eye (Morrison)

Any Oprah’s Book Club novel

	Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass
	Douglass 
	Born a slave in 1818 on a plantation in Maryland, Douglass calmly but dramatically recounts the horrors and the accomplishments of his early years, the casual brutality of the white masters, his painful efforts to educate himself, and his decision to find freedom or die.
	The Things They Carried (O’Brien)

	Jane
	Linder
	After her parents die, 19 year-old Jane Moore is forced to leave college to work until she has saved enough money to finish her degree.  Taking a position as a nanny, she begins to care for Maddy, the daughter of Nico Rathburn, and aging rock start attempting a comeback.  This is a compelling adaptation of an ageless romance novel in high school literature.
	Jane Eyre (Bronte)

	A Lesson before Dying


	Gaines
	A young man who returns to 1940s Cajun country to teach visits a black youth on death row for a crime he didn't commit. Together they come to understand the heroism of resisting.
	Their Eyes Were Watching God (Hurston)

	On the Road
	Kerouac 
	A writer holed up in a room at his aunt's house, Paradise gets inspired by Dean Moriarty to hit the road and see America. From the moment he gets on the seven train out of New York City, he takes the reader through the highs and lows of hitchhiking, bonding with fellow explorers and opting for beer before food. First published in 1957, Kerouac's perennially hot story continues to express the restless energy and desire for freedom that makes people rush out to see the world. 
	The Bell Jar (Plath)

	Ecology of a Cracker Childhood
	Ray
	Ray, a poet and an environmental activist, takes a tough-minded look at life in rural southern Georgia in this blend of memoir and nature study. She presents detailed observations of her family members, most notably her grandfather Charlie, who was "terrifying, prone to violent and unmerited punishment"; her father, whose decision to buy a tract of land near Highway 1 and turn it into what became a massive junkyard with a house in the middle set in motion the key events in Ray's life; and her mother, whose total devotion to her family was tested when her husband began a three-year bout with mental illness
	Oral History (Smith)

Desert Solitaire (Abbey)


	In Cold Blood
	Capote
	With the publication of this book, Capote permanently ripped through the barrier separating crime reportage from serious literature. As he reconstructs the 1959 murder of a Kansas farm family and the investigation that led to the capture, trial, and execution of the killers, Capote generates suspense and empathy.
	The Green Mile (King)

	The Other Wes Moore
	Moore
	Two hauntingly similar boys take starkly different paths in the Greater Baltimore area.  One, an investment banker, Rhodes scholar, and former aide in the White House.  The other, his same age and from the same neighborhood, is wanted for killing a cop.  
	The Women Who Raised Me (Rowell)

	Outcast United
	St. John
	The extraordinary tale of a refugee youth soccer team and the transformation of a small American townClarkston, Georgia, was a typical Southern town until it was designated a refugee settlement center in the 1990s, becoming the first American home for scores of families in flight from the world’s war zones—from Liberia and Sudan to Iraq and Afghanistan. Suddenly Clarkston’s streets were filled with women wearing the hijab, the smells of cumin and curry, and kids of all colors playing soccer in any open space they could find.
	Invictus (Carlin)

	Everlost
	Shusterman
	It begins with an accident.  Nick and Allie don't survive the crash, and now their souls are stuck halfway between life and death in a sort of limbo called Everlost. It's a magical yet dangerous place, where bands of lost souls run wild and anyone who stands in the same spot too long sinks to the center of the Earth.
	Everfound (Shusterman)

Everwild (Shusterman) 


HONORS ONLY

Rising 11th Grade Selections
Honors level students are required to read Thomas Foster’s How to Read Novels like a Professor and one other title featured below.

	Title
	Author
	Description
	Choose if you liked…

	Paradise
	Morrison
	 Paradise takes place in the tiny farming community of Ruby, Oklahoma, which its residents proudly proclaim "the one all-black town worth the pain." Settled by nine African American clans during the 1940s, the town represents a small miracle of self-reliance and community spirit. 
	The Bluest Eye (Morrison)

Any Oprah’s Book Club novel

	Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass
	Douglass 
	Born a slave in 1818 on a plantation in Maryland, Douglass calmly but dramatically recounts the horrors and the accomplishments of his early years, the casual brutality of the white masters, his painful efforts to educate himself, and his decision to find freedom or die.
	The Things They Carried (O’Brien)

	The Sun Also Rises
	Hemingway
	Hemingway's first bestselling novel, it is the story of a group of 'Lost Generation' Americans and Brits in the 1920s on a sojourn from Paris to Pamploma, Spain. The novel poignantly details their life as expatriates on Paris' Left Bank, and conveys the brutality of bullfighting in Spain. 
	Of Mice and Men (Steinbeck)

	On the Road
	Kerouac 
	The radically hip novel that many consider the heart of the Beat movement. Poetic, open and raw, Kerouac's prose lays out a cross-country adventure as experienced by Sal Paradise, an autobiographical character. A writer holed up in a room at his aunt's house, Paradise gets inspired by Dean Moriarty to hit the road and see America. From the moment he gets on the seven train out of New York City, he takes the reader through the highs and lows of hitchhiking, bonding with fellow explorers and opting for beer before food. First published in 1957, Kerouac's perennially hot story continues to express the restless energy and desire for freedom that makes people rush out to see the world. 
	The Bell Jar (Plath)

	East of Eden
	Steinbeck
	Spanning the period between the American Civil War and the end of World War I, the novel highlights the conflicts of two generations of brothers; the first being the kind, gentle Adam Trask and his wild brother Charles. Adam eventually marries Cathy Ames, an evil, manipulative, and beautiful prostitute; she betrays him, joining Charles on the very night of their wedding.
	Of Mice and Men (Steinbeck)

	In Cold Blood
	Capote
	With the publication of this book, Capote permanently ripped through the barrier separating crime reportage from serious literature. As he reconstructs the 1959 murder of a Kansas farm family and the investigation that led to the capture, trial, and execution of the killers, Capote generates suspense and empathy.
	The Green Mile (King)

	My Antonia
	Cather
	Readers are transported to the hardscrabble Nebraska prairie and the rural immigrant experience. When Jim first sees the Shimerda family, immigrants from Bohemia, disembarking from the same train that is taking him West to live with his grandparents, he has no idea the impact they will have on his life.
	Brown Girl, Brownstones (Marshall)

	Leaves of Grass
	Whitman
	In "Leaves of Grass,", a collection of Walt Whitman's lifelong work. In this section, there are a number of poems with varying themes, although Whitman seems to focus on his ongoing relationship with the sea. The poet has a good rapport with the water and admires its mystery and beauty.
	Civil Disobedience (Thoreau) 


Rising 12th Grade Selections

Rising 12th graders may select one book from one of the courses selected for next year.
	Title
	Author
	Description
	Choose if you liked…

	A Thousand Splendid Suns
	Hosseini
	Born a generation apart and with very different ideas about love and family, Mariam and Laila are two women brought jarringly together by war, by loss and by fate. As they endure the ever escalating dangers around them-in their home as well as in the streets of Kabul-they come to form a bond that makes them both sisters and mother-daughter to each other, and that will ultimately alter the course not just of their own lives but of the next generation. 
	The Kite Runner (Hosseini)

	Like Water for Chocolate
	Esquivel
	Set in turn-of-the-century Mexico, this novel tells the story of Tita.  Practically raised in the kitchen, she is expected to spend her life waiting on Mama Elena and never to marry.  Her torment increases when her boyfriend Pedro becomes engaged to one of her sisters.  Eventually the events in her life drive Tita to culinary wizardry which unleashes magical and uncontrollable forces.  Note: this book contains sexual content
	Their Eyes Were Watching God (Hurston)

	Life of Pi
	Martel
	 Life of Pi is a masterful and utterly original novel that is at once the story of a young castaway who faces immeasurable hardships on the high seas, and a meditation on religion, faith, art and life that is as witty as it is profound. Using the threads of all of our best stories, Martel has woven a glorious spiritual adventure that makes us question what it means to be alive, and to believe. The ending will leave readers shocked and eager to discuss the text.
	Shadows Fields (Whipple)

	Shift
	Bradbury
	When best friends Chris and Win go on a cross country bicycle trek the summer after graduating and only one returns, the FBI wants to know what happened.
	When You Reach Me (Stead)

	One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest
	Kesey
	This is the unforgettable story of a mental ward and its inhabitants, especially the tyrannical Big Nurse Ratched and Randle Patrick McMurphy, the brawling, fun-loving new inmate who resolves to oppose her. 
	On the Road (Kerouac)

	The Poisonwood Bible
	Kingsolver
	A bestselling novel about a missionary family, the Prices, who in 1959 move from Georgia to the fictional village of Kilanga in the Belgian Congo.
	Pigs in Heaven (Kingsolver)

	Half a Life
	Strauss
	Half my life a go, I killed a girl.  In this powerful, unforgettable memoir, acclaimed novelist Darin Strauss recounts a tragedy and its aftermath.
	The Adults (Espach)


	Into Thin Air: A Personal Account of the Mount Everest Disaster
	Krakauer
	A childhood dream of someday ascending Mount Everest, a lifelong love of climbing, and an expense account all propelled writer Jon Krakauer to the top of the Himalayas last May. His powerful, cautionary tale of an adventure gone horribly wrong is a must-read.
	Into the Wild (Krakauer)

	The Last Lecture
	Pausch
	When Randy Pausch, a computer science professor at Carnegie Mellon, was asked to give a last lecture, he didn’t have to imagine it as his last, since he had recently been diagnosed with terminal cancer. But the lecture he gave—“Really Achieving Your Childhood Dreams”—wasn’t about dying. 
	Tuesdays with Morrie (Album)

The Five People You Meet in Heaven (Album)

	Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet
	Ford
	Henry Lee, a Chinese-American in Seattle who, in 1986, has just lost his wife to cancer. After Henry hears that the belongings of Japanese immigrants interned during WWII have been found in the basement of the Panama Hotel, the narrative shuttles between 1986 and the 1940s that chronicles the losses of old age and the bewilderment of youth.and the difficulties of life in America during WWII, when he and his Japanese-American friend, Keiko, wandered through wartime Seattle.
	Bread and Roses, Too (Paterson)

Cutting for Stone (Verghese)

	The History of Love
	Krauss
	Nicole Krauss's astonishing novel about a manuscript that survives the Holocaust, a flood, broken friendships, a plagiarist, misunderstanding, and obscurity has all the heart and intelligence of the best fiction being published today. Elderly Leo Gursky is afraid of dying unnoticed, and he plans his days so that people will see him and remember him.
	Night (Wiesel)

















