Things Fall Apart Reading Guide
Part Two (ch. 14-19):

· What progress does Okonkwo make toward establishing his new farm?

· Comment on the following quotations.  What do they show about Okonkwo and how he has changed:

“It was like beginning life anew without the vigour and enthusiasm of youth, like learning to become left-handed in old age.”

“He had been cast out of his clan like a fish on to a dry, sandy beach, panting.  Clearly his personal god or chi was not made for great things.”

· What do you learn about the rituals involved in a wedding ceremony of confession in this section?

· What lesson does Uchendu try to teach Okonkwo when he calls his family together?  What do we learn about Uchendu’s character from what he says?

· What is the significance of comparing Okonkwo to a fish out of water?  

· How does Okonkwo’s lack of understanding of the importance of women reflect on him?

· At the beginning of Part II, Okonkwo has fled his “fatherland” for committing a female “ochu” and has taken his family to the “motherland” of Mbanta.  How is this symbolic?

· How does Okonkwo fit the characteristics of the classic “tragic hero”?

· What does Okonkwo learn when Obierika visits him during his second year of exile?

· What lesson does Uchendu try to teach his family, using the folk tale of Mother Kite?

· How does Obierika prove himself to be a good friend in this section?

· How does the story of the destruction of Abame summarize the experience of colonization?

· What news does Obierika bring on his second visit (two years later)?

· What is the effect of the arrival of the missionaries in Mbanta?

· Why do you think Nwoye has become a Christian?

· Comment on the following quotations.  What do they suggest about the white man’s attitude toward the Ibo religion:

“Evil men and all the heathen who in their blindness bowed to wood and stone were thrown into a fire that burned like palm oil.”

“All the gods you have named are not gods at all.  They are gods of deceit who tell you to kill your fellows and destroy innocent children.”

“Your gods are not alive and cannot do you any harm…they are pieces of wood and stone.”

· How does Okonkwo react to the news about the white man’s God and his son “Jesu Kristi”?

· How do you think Nwoye’s conversion will affect his relationship with his father?

· Why do the clan decide to grant the request of the missionaries and give them some land on which to build a church?  Where is it to be built and what is the significance of its location?

· What do the clan expect to happen to them?

· How does the white man’s power increase as a result of their decision?

· What sort of people become converts to the new faith and why?

· What does the metaphor in the next to last sentence of chapter 17 mean?

· What evidence is there that the missionaries are no longer respecting the views of the clan?

· What role do “outcasts” play in the church community?  Why has Achebe not mentioned them earlier?

· What action do the clan decide to take when they hear that a member of the church has killed the sacred python?  What does Okonkwo feel about the decision?

· What happens at the end of chapter 18 that eases tensions somewhat?

· What does Okonkwo feel about his 7 years in exile?  How does he prepare for his return?

· Predictions for Part III?

