Things Fall Apart Reading Guide Part 3 (ch. 20-25)

· What clashes in values are created by the functioning of the British courts?  Note the final phrase of Obierika’s last speech, alluding to the title of the novel.

· How has Omuofia changed over the seven years that Okonkwo has been in exile?

· What function do the kotma or court messengers serve in the new society?

· Obierika feels the white man has been “very clever.”  What does he mean?

· Why do some of the villagers (even ones not converted) welcome the British?

· Compare the missionaries Mr. Brown and Mr. Smith.

· When the egwugwu destroy Mr. Smith’s church, “for the moment, the spirit of the clan was pacified.”  Consider the ironic implications of this statement later when we learn the title of the book that the District Commissioner intends to write.

· What does the District Commissioner say is the motive for the British to colonize the Africans?

· What do you think about Okonkwo’s second act with his hatchet?  How do you see his motives?

· Why do you think Okonkwo kills himself?  What is your reaction to the final paragraph of the book?

