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Another way that Howard deviates from reality is the way Nash’s hallucinations are depicted.  Several times throughout the film, Nash is shown speaking to his roommate or to various government officials.  As the film progresses, however, it is revealed that these people do not actually exist.  For most schizophrenics (including Nash), the illness manifests itself as “auditory, that is, hearing voices” (Goode).   Auditory hallucinations, however, do not lend themselves very well to a visual medium, such as film, so Howard made the decision to create actual “characters” to represent the voices that Nash was hearing in his mind.  This works particularly well at fooling “the audience into sharing some of Mr. Nash’s schizophrenic delusions” (Lyman).  The audience believes in the voices as much as he does—at least at first.
